
Trump Administration Courts Asian Allies with
US LNG Push, Focusing on Alaska Project
February 24, 2025

The Trump administration is actively promoting US liquefied natural gas (LNG) exports to
Asian allies, framing it as a strategic move to enhance energy security, address trade
imbalances, and counter the influence of China and Russia. A key element of this strategy is
the revival of the decades-old Alaska LNG project, a $44 billion venture to tap Alaskan gas
reserves and ship them to Asia.

During a recent meeting between the US and Japanese leadership, the Alaska LNG project was a prominent
topic of discussion. US officials emphasized the project’s potential to replace Middle Eastern energy
shipments, reduce Japan’s trade deficit with the US, and offer a more secure supply route compared to
routes through vulnerable chokepoints.

While Japan expressed cautious optimism about participating in the Alaska LNG project, the feasibility of
the project faces significant cost and logistical challenges. Despite these hurdles, the broader push for
increased US LNG imports is gaining traction with several Asian nations, including Japan, South Korea, and
Taiwan.

The administration’s sales pitch focuses on the strategic advantages of US LNG, highlighting its cleaner
production compared to some competitors and its role in diversifying energy sources. The strategy also
seeks to capitalize on concerns about trade tariffs and the security of sea lanes that carry energy imports.

Japan’s involvement is considered crucial due to its status as the world’s second-largest LNG importer and
its potential to act as a regional distribution hub for US gas. The administration envisions a scenario where
US LNG flows to Japan and South Korea, and then is distributed throughout Southeast Asia, creating
economic dependence on the US.
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While the Alaska LNG project remains uncertain, the broader strategy to increase US LNG exports to Asia is
actively being pursued. This initiative reflects the administration’s broader efforts to reshape economic
relations with East Asia by linking regional allies to the US through increased investment in American fossil
fuels.


