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The University of Leeds is at the forefront of a groundbreaking project aimed at accelerating
the reconstruction of war-torn Ukraine while prioritizing sustainability and environmental
responsibility. The Safe, Sustainable, and Swift Reconstruction of Ukraine (S3RoU) initiative
brings together a consortium of British, Ukrainian, and Dutch organizations to develop
innovative solutions for rebuilding the country.

By upcycling construction and demolition waste, the project seeks to minimize environmental impact and
create a more sustainable future. Key areas of focus include developing innovative construction materials,
promoting a circular economy approach, leveraging digital technologies, and engaging with local
communities.

Professor Theodore Hanein, Chair of Construction Materials Science in the School of Civil Engineering at
Leeds, and S3RoU’s technology lead, said: “We hope this project will be transformative for the people of
Ukraine, both now and for future generations, making the Ukrainian economy more resilient, more self-
reliant, and more environmentally friendly.

“By recycling rubble into low-energy and low-carbon construction materials, manufactured in a
responsible, resilient, and sustainable manner, we will create a circular economy. We will develop
technologies that can be used globally in post-conflict and end-of-life infrastructure reconstruction, as well
as to help all parts of the world affected by disasters such as earthquakes and floods.” 

The project is expected to have a significant impact on Ukraine’s recovery and development, providing
much-needed support and expertise. By working closely with Ukrainian partners, the initiative aims to
empower local communities and contribute to a more sustainable future for the country.
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