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The US presidential election, has presented one of the most unexpected results in modern
history, and while it is still too early to establish all of the key factors that led to the
Republican win despite the supposed odds against its candidate President Elect Donald Trump,
we can as project managers seek to extract learnings from how the campaigns were run and
the importance of the relationship with the electorate – The Countries ‘Stakeholders’.

The Importance of Stakeholders

In both politics and project management, stakeholders are the lifeblood of success. They hold the power to
influence decisions, allocate resources, and ultimately determine the project’s fate. Ignoring or alienating
key stakeholders can lead to delays, budget overruns, and project failure.

Crafting the Right Message

A well-crafted message is essential to resonate with stakeholders. It should be clear, concise, and tailored
to the specific audience. Consider the following:

Know Your Audience: Understand the needs, concerns, and motivations of each stakeholder group.
Keep it Simple: Avoid jargon and technical terms. Use plain language that is easy to understand.
Highlight the Benefits: Emphasize the positive outcomes of the project and how it will benefit
stakeholders.
Address Concerns: Anticipate potential objections and prepare responses.
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Be Authentic: Genuine communication builds trust and credibility.

Finding Common Ground

Despite differing opinions and priorities, it’s possible to find common ground with stakeholders. Look for
shared goals and values, and focus on areas of agreement. By emphasizing collaboration and compromise,
project managers can build consensus and avoid conflict.

Keeping Stakeholders Engaged

Effective communication is key to keeping stakeholders engaged. Consider the following strategies:

Regular Updates: Provide timely updates on project progress, challenges, and milestones.
Open and Honest Communication: Be transparent and honest about project status, even if the news
isn’t positive.
Seek Feedback: Encourage stakeholders to share their thoughts and ideas.
Involve Stakeholders: Give stakeholders opportunities to participate in decision-making processes.

Reaching Out to Stakeholders in Their Space

To build strong relationships, it’s important to meet stakeholders on their own turf. This could involve
attending industry conferences, participating in professional organizations, or simply having one-on-one
meetings. By showing that you value their time and expertise, you can build trust and loyalty.

Shaping the Message for the Group

Different stakeholder groups may require different messaging. Tailor your communication to each group’s
specific needs and interests. However, it’s important to maintain a consistent overall message that aligns
with the project’s objectives.

Creating Unity and a Single Mission

A united front can be a powerful force. By inspiring stakeholders to rally behind a common cause, project
managers can create a sense of ownership and commitment. This can be achieved through:

Shared Vision: Articulate a clear and compelling vision for the project.
Strong Leadership: Provide strong leadership and direction.
Teamwork and Collaboration: Encourage teamwork and collaboration among stakeholders.
Celebrate Successes: Recognize and reward contributions to the project.

The US presidential election cycle, with its intense focus on stakeholder engagement, offers valuable



lessons for project managers. While the political arena differs significantly from the corporate world, the
fundamental principles of building strong relationships, crafting persuasive messages, and mobilizing
support remain the same.

By applying these lessons from the political arena, project managers can enhance their stakeholder
engagement skills and increase their chances of project success. Remember, strong relationships,
effective communication, and a shared vision are the keys to building a winning coalition.


