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Despite Cambodia’s ambitious plans for a massive canal project linking the Mekong River to
the Gulf of Thailand, questions remain about China’s financial commitment to the project.

The Funan Techo Canal, estimated to cost $1.7 billion, has been touted as a strategic infrastructure project
for Cambodia. However, recent reports suggest that China may be hesitant to provide the 49% funding it
had initially indicated.

While China has expressed support for Cambodia’s development and the two nations share a strong
diplomatic relationship, concerns about the project’s feasibility and potential environmental impact have
raised doubts about its financial backing.

The project’s viability hinges on China’s commitment, as its funding would be crucial for its successful
implementation. Any delay or reduction in Chinese investment could significantly impact the project’s
timeline and scope.

This uncertainty highlights the evolving dynamics of China’s foreign investment strategy, particularly in
Southeast Asia. As China faces domestic economic challenges, it may be reassessing its overseas
investments and prioritizing projects with higher returns.

The future of the Funan Techo Canal remains uncertain, and its potential impact on Cambodia’s economy
and environment will be closely watched by regional and global observers.
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