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Dear Fellow Project Professional,

In the dynamic realm of project management, failures are an inevitable reality. 

Projects will falter, timelines may derail, and objectives might remain unmet. Such instances can be
profoundly disappointing, testing the mettle of even the most seasoned professionals. 

However, it’s crucial to recognize that it’s not the failure itself but rather our response to it that defines our
trajectory as project managers.

Your ability, professionalism, and approach to failure will invariably shape how it is perceived within your
professional sphere. The manner in which you navigate setbacks can oftentimes be the differentiating
factor between mediocrity and greatness.

Allow me to explain further.

In the face of failure, your conduct speaks volumes about your character and competence. Do you
succumb to despair, or do you rise resiliently, ready to glean insights and learning  from the experience? 

The way you handle failure not only reflects your individual ethos but also influences how your peers,
superiors, and stakeholders perceive your capabilities.

I want you to consider this: failures, when managed adeptly, have the potential to catalyze your greatest
project successes. It’s during moments of adversity that innovation flourishes, and resilience is tested and
fortified. By embracing failure as an inherent facet of progress, you position yourself not as a victim of
circumstance, but as an architect of your destiny.

Through my own professional journey, I’ve witnessed firsthand how setbacks can be reframed into
stepping stones towards unparalleled achievement. 

By embracing failure as an opportunity for growth rather than a hindrance, I’ve been able to navigate
challenges with grace and fortitude. 

And in doing so, I’ve not only salvaged seemingly doomed projects but propelled them to unprecedented
heights of success.
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Losing the Fear to Fail
Failure, despite its negative connotations, is a cornerstone of growth. It is through our failures that we truly
understand our most profound lessons, lessons that sculpt us into better professionals. Reflect on your
own journey – the setbacks you encountered likely played a pivotal role in shaping your trajectory.
However, there’s a nuance to failure that merits exploration.

The Importance of Strategic failure – When Failing Doesn’t mean Losing
If we really want to be the very best that we can be.  Then we need to put the ability to both fail and to
thrive at the heart of what we do.

There are some key undertakings to have in place to ensure that you maximize your leverage and take
advantage of even losing project situations.

Identifying Allies: Surround yourself with individuals who provide support and advocacy, essential in
navigating the aftermath of failure.

Failing Forward: Frame failure as a part of the journey towards larger aspirations, ensuring even a
setback will ultimately propel you closer to success.

Mitigating Fallout: Anticipate and address potential repercussions of failure, minimizing its adverse
effects on your career.

Stepping into Authority: Demonstrate leadership amidst failure, steering your team towards collective
growth and resilience.

Embracing Resilience: Cultivate resilience in the face of failure, recognizing its role in fortifying your
professional prowess.

Maintaining Credibility
Integrating failure into our professional lives without jeopardizing our credibility is a careful balance of
ensuring that failures are appropriately managed and articulated. Ensuring transparency, honesty and
willingness to learn, can enhance your brand as a project manager and ensure that your stakeholders are
part of your journey.  

Ray Dalio’s framework for how to integrate failure as part of a natural pathway to achieving greatness is
set out in his best-selling book Principles. 

This paradigm acknowledges failure as an inherent aspect of progress, advocating for audacious goals,
relentless learning, and iterative improvement
Incorporating this model into your professional journey will be transformative. 

Alongside this, these additional steps will further enhance your approach to project success.

Seek Mentorship and Sponsorship: Surround yourself with mentors and sponsors who provide
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guidance and advocacy, invaluable in navigating the complexities of failure.

Choose Your Moments: Discern opportune moments for experimentation and risk-taking, mindful of
your political capital and organizational dynamics.

Set Risk Parameters: Define the boundaries of acceptable failure and garner buy-in from stakeholders,
crafting a narrative that aligns with your objectives.

Create ‘Sandpits’: Foster a culture of experimentation within your team, where failure is reframed as a
conduit for learning and innovation.

Embrace the Impact: Embrace the fallout of failure with resilience and fortitude, recognizing that each
setback contributes to your professional evolution.

As you embark on your journey towards achieving your audacious project goals, remember to embody
attributes such asresilience, confidence, and bravery. 

Embrace failure not as a deterrent, but as a catalyst for growth. With each stumble, you inch closer to the
summit of your potential.

Here’s to turning setbacks into triumphs, and failures into the cornerstone of your greatest successes.

Wishing you another week of continued project learning!


